
 
KEYSTONE OAKS HIGH SCHOOL 

STUDENT SYLLABUS 
College Writing 

      
      This syllabus is provided for students taking College Writing and their parents as a 

statement of expected outcomes and topics to be studied.  This planned course overview is 

intended to give students an understanding of the course expectations with the hope that they 

will experience improved academic achievement. 

 

Mission Statement: The KOSD’s mission is to provide a safe learning environment that prepares critical 

thinkers to become responsible and productive members of society. 

 
 

STUDENT REQUIREMENTS AND EXPECTED LEVELS OF ACHIEVEMENT 

 
The student taking this course will be expected to : 

  1.  attend class daily and participate in class activities. 

  2.  report to the teacher for all assignments when excused for another school-related  

       activity (field trip, guest speaker, labs, etc.).  The student should do this prior to his  

       absence. 
  3.  study materials presented in class and in the text. 

  4.  complete homework assignments. 

            

LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

SKILL OBJECTIVES 

 

The student will be able to:   

 1.  develop a consciousness of the composing process which includes prewriting,  

       drafting, revising, editing, and proofreading. 
 2.  write critical essays based on works of fiction and non-fiction essays studied. 

 3.  analyze, interpret, and evaluate information related to theme, plot, setting,   

      characterization, and author's  point of view. 

 4.  develop insights into formal exposition through the writing of literary critiques. 

 5.  develop research and organizational techniques through the process of library work,  
      notetaking, internet use, endnoting, and creating a bibliography. 

 6.  recognize standard written English as a form that is accepted more often in writing  

      than in speaking, and differentiate between acceptable and unacceptable forms. 

 7.  practice listening actively and asking relevant questions. 

 

CONTENT OBJECTIVES 

 

The student will be able to: 

 1.  demonstrate the ability to organize his/her writing. 
 2.  generate and select topics that relate to the various readings. 

 3.  demonstrate the effective use of concrete language to express sensory details. 

 4.  demonstrate a knowledge of the mechanics of grammar through his/her writing. 

 5.  discuss written works on both denotative and connotative levels. 

 6.  analyze the components of successful writing.  

 7.  write critical essays demonstrating student understanding of the works studied. 
 8.  develop a sound thesis statement and proof. 

 9.  efficiently utilize library research tools in preparation of research reports. 

          10.  recognize correct grammatical structures as opposed to incorrect structures through 

       practice exercises, thus becoming  proficient in composing essays written in  

       acceptable standard written English. 
   

HOMEWORK REQUIREMENT 

 



 Homework varies according to the particular aspect of writing being studied. For 

instance, when essays are assigned, there will be reading and interpretive homework that could 

be in the form of taking notes, answering questions, or being able to state the author's argument. 

Some homework will be graded; some will not. Its total worth will be 10% of the student's final 

grade. Late homework is automatically worth 50% and may be made up the following day. After 

the allotted time, homework will not be accepted. It is the student's responsibility to show late 

work to the teacher since the class has moved forward. It should be noted that longer reading and 

writing assignments are given at least one week in advance of their due date so that students may 

budget their time accordingly. 

 
CONTENT  

 

Works are related each year according to the class make-up, student need, and interest, etc. 

 
Process: Prewriting (Brainstorming, Audience, Lists and Categories,Order, Unity)  

  Drafting: (Topic Sentence, Details, Concluding Sentence) 

   Revising, Editing, Proofreading  

Critical Essay: Formal Exposition, Single Paragraph, Multi-paragraph (Thesis Statement) 

  

INSTRUCTIONAL TIME 

 

 Students taking this course will attend five 42-minute periods of classroom instruction 
per week. The length of the course is one semester (two nine-week ).  Students who 

successfully complete the requirements of the course will receive one unit of credit. 

 

INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS 

 

 Instructional methods may include lectures, discussion periods, small group 

interactions, individual conferences, and supervised writing. 

 

PROCEDURES FOR EVALUATION 

 

 The evaluation of the work done by the students will include the following items but is 

not limited to these items. 
 

 The grade assigned will be on the basis of 

   90  - 100%  = A 

   80  -   89%  = B 

   70  -    79% = C 
   60  -    69% = D 

   50% and lower = F 

 

      Students taking this course will be evaluated on their writing individually for 

improvement over time as well as, being assigned grades to each individual paper. Students who 

do not achieve a satasfactory grade (A, B, or C) will be asked to rewrite their paper. While the 

rewriting of a paper may achieve a satisfactory level, it will be noted in their portfolio grade that 

insufficient time was given in the preparation of the original paper. Late papers  will lose a letter 

grade a day and after three (3) days will not be accepted.  In addition, students will be evaluated 

on in-class writing assignments, tests, class participation, and homework. At the mid-term 

grading period, students will have a teacher/student conference to examine and discuss the 

writing portfolio and to set goals for the student to achieve by the end of the nine weeks. 

Attainment of these goals will be incorporated into the final portfolio grade.  

 

 Using the percentage table above to establish the letter grade, the student's nine week 

grade will be based upon the total number of points accumulated in the following manner: 



writing improvement over time demonstrated in the student's portfolio (45%), class participation 

(20%), in-class writing, tests, etc. (25%), and homework (10%). 


